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Amendments to the New Claims: 

Claims 1-30 are identical to the claims of the issued patent,, U.S, Patent No. 
6,502,61 8. No amendments have been made to claims 1-30. 
Please cancel claims 31-51. 
Please add new claims 55 and 56. 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the 
present application: 

Claims 1-30 are identical lo the claims of the issued patent, U.S. Patent No. 6,502,618. 
31-51 (canceled). 

52 (previously presented): An apparatxis for intlatinyr ^ tiy^ mQ^mt^^t Qfl ft rim gpmprisUiR; 

a reciprocal inflation head movable from a first posi tion spaced from the tire to a 
second p<isition enga^tfable with a side wall of the tire for communicating pressurized fluid to 
inflate the tire on the rxm, the head having at least two concentri c seals selectively moveable 
with respect lo one another to independently bring each one of the at least two concentric 
ideals selectively into sealing cnaaacmcnt with a side wall o f the tire depending on the si'/e of 
the tire toJbe inflated on the rim: and 

a recipn^cation assembly coupled with at least one of said seals ct^mprising a 
selectively elongatable member adapted to move at least one seal witli respect to the other 
seal for selectively presenting an appropriate one of the at least two concentric seals in 
operable position for engaging a side wail of the tire to be inflated depending on the size of 
the tire to be inflated on the rim. 

53 Tpreviouslv presented'^: An apparatus for inflating a tire mounted on a rim comprising: 

a reciprocal inflation head moveable from a Iirst position spaced from the tire to a 
second po sition engagable with a side w^all of the tire for communicating pressurized fluid to 
inllate the tire on the rLm, die head having at least two concentric seals selectively moveable 
with respect to one another to bring an appropriate one of the at least two concentric seals 



PA(X Sf9' IKVD AT 317/2005 3:48:48 PM [Eastern StaiMlard 



MflR-077e005 i6:04 FROM: 



TO:LGPTO 



Applicants : John P. Kane and Karl D. Sachs 
Serial No. : 10/691,431 
Page 3 

<{eleclivelv into seah'ng engagement with a side wall of the tire depending on the size of the 
tire to be inflated on the rim, wherein thc intlation head includes a first circular wall 
extending outwardly fr4)m the inflation head and supportine a first seal correspondine to one 
of the at least two concentric seals for_operable engagement with the side wall of Lhe tire to be 
inllated. and u second circular wall rcciprocallv mountcd^th rcstx^ct to thcJnflation head for 
movement between an extended position and a retTacted position, and suppw^rting a second 
seal corresponding to another of the at least two concentric seals for operable engagenaent 
with the side wall of the tire to be inflated, the first seal positioned tor onerable cnaagement 
with a first size tire when the second circular wall is in the retracted position, and the second 
seal position for operable engagement with a second size tire when the second circular wail is 
in the extended position; and 

a_re.cip_ro.cation assembly coupled with at least one of said seals comprlsmg a 
selectively elongatable member adapted to move at least one seal with respect to the other 
seal ibr selectively presentinQ one of the at least two concentric seals in operable positions for 
engaging a aide wall of the tire to be inflated deoendina on thc sizc of thctirc to be inflated 
on the rim. 



54 (previously presented^ An apparatus for inflating a tire mounted on a rim comprising: 

a reciprocal inflation head moveable from a first position spaced from the the to a 
second posi ticm engagablc yyith a side wall of thejire for communicating pressurized fluid to 
inflate the tire on the rim, the head having at lea<;t two concentric seals selectively moveable 
with respect to one another to bring an appropriate one of the at least two concentric seals 
selectively into sealing enaaaement witli a side wail of the tire depending on the siy.e of the 
tire to be inflated on the rim: 

a reciprocation assembly coupled with at least one of said seals comprising a 
sdcctivfely elongatable member adapted to move at least one seal with respect io the other 
seal for selectively presenting one of the at le ast two concenlric seals in operable position for 
engaginti a side wall of the tire to be inflated dependmg on th e size of the tire to be inflated 
on the rim: 

a tire transport conveyor adapted to U'ansport a tire mourned on a rim to a 
predetermined position at a tire inflating workstation, said tire transp_ort_conveyor having 
carrier siufaces spaced laterally with respect to.one another along a path of travel for 
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engaging the tire and rim for transDorC the cafrier surfaces moveable along the path of travel 
and moveable vertically between a raised transport position and a lowered transfer position: 
and 

a support surface at_the_ tire inflating workstation, the support surface having at lea<ii 
two portions, the portions havinu at lea»t one interlocking j oint for holding the portions of tlie 
support surface in sealiniz engagement with respect to one another during an inflation process, 
at least one portion of the suppt)rt surface moveable transversely with respect to the patli of 
travel of the conveyor for allowing transfer of_thc tire and rim transported by the conveyor to 
the supp ort surface as the conveyor moves between the raisedJransport position_and_thc 
lowered transport position. 

55 (new): An apparatus for inflating a tire mounted on a riin comprismg: 

a reciprocal inflation head moveable from a first pt>silion spaced Irom the tire to a 
second position cneagable with a side wall of the tire for communicating pressurized fluid to 
iiiflate the lire on the rim, the head having at least two concentric seals selectively moveable 
with respect to one another to brin a an appropriate one of the at least two concentric seals 
selectively into scaling engagement with a side wall of tlie tire depending on the size of the 
tirc_to be inflated on the nm: 

a reciprocation assembly co ut>led with at least one of said seals comprisinii a member 
adapted to move at least one seal with respect to the other seal for selectively presenting one 
of the at least two concentric seals in operable position for engashig a side wall of tlie tire to 
be inflated depending on the size of the tire to be inflated on the rim: 

a tire transport conveyor adapted to transport a tire mou nted on a rim to a 
predetermined position at a tire i nflating workstation, said tire transport convcyof engaging 
the tire and rim fo r transport and being moveable along the path of tmvel and moveable 
verticall y between a raised transport position and a lowered transfer position: and 

a support surface at the t ire inflating workstation, the support surface having at least 
two portions, at least one portion of the support surface being moveable transversely with 
respect to the path of travel of the conveyor for allowing transfer of the tire and rim 
transported bv the conveyor to the support surface as the conveyor moves between the raised 
transport position and the lowered transport position. 
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S_6_(new): An apparatiLS for inllating a lire mounted on a rim comprising: 

a reciprocal inHation head movable fix?m a first position spaced from the tire to a 
second position engagable with a side wail of the tire for communicating pressurized fluid to 
inflate the tire on the rim, the head having at least two concentric seals selectively moveable 
with respect to one anoiher to independently bring each one of the at least two concentric 
sea1$ selectively into sealing enga^emeat with a side wall of the tire depending on the si ze of 
the tire tQ_be inflated on the rim; and 

a reciprocation assembly coupled with at least one of said seals, said reciprocatioa 
assembly bcin& configured to move at least one seal with respect to the other seal for 
selectively presenting an appropriate one of the at least two concentric seals in operable 
position for caaaginst a side wall of the tire to he inflated depending on the size of the tire to 
be inflated on the rim. 
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